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Why did they not use maps?

“But never, in tens of thousands of pages
of documentation, in countless acts
providing addresses and boundaries, in
immense rent registers that collectively
list the locations of thousands of pieces of
property, will you ever find an image even
remotely like a map.” (Smail, 1999, p. 1)

Problem
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Today we do! And believe...
• How to lie with maps (Monmonier 1991)
• How to lie with statistics (Huff 1954)
• How to lie with charts (Jones 1995)
• The myth of paradigm-shift, or, How to lie with

methodology (Scharnberg 1984)

How to lie with texts?

Problem
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The method
You can run through the
forests; they will be wild
and blooming, you will
turn right, or left, or
straight up and fly. You
will never go through
before you want to.

Method
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• Scandinavia, 1740’s
• From overlapping tax areas

to borders between states
• Information gathering
• Common people seen as a

source to information based
on their knowledge, not on
their status

interview

aggregation

map

Modelling source: Schnitler
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The actual process

Example
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Freedom of expression?

Example

interview

aggregation

map

Removal of differences
because he wanted to

Removal of differences
because the media
forced him to
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Under-specification

• What does “east” mean?
– Not 90°

• What does “mile” mean?
‒  Village mile, new mile, ...

• What is the shape of a lake?
– The text says:

Example
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Under-specification
One mile long...

Direction NW-SE...
2 rifleshots wide...

One mile to the
east is another...

Example

    A B
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Why do we not see this?

As map

vs.

On map

Results
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Fully specified
<gml:Curve gml:id="c22222" srsName="EPSG:4326">
  <gml:segments>
    <gml:LineStringSegment>
      <gml:posList>
        10.1 60.02 10.5 60.02 10.5 60.16 10.1 60.16
      </gml:posList>
    </gml:LineStringSegment>
  </gml:segments>
</gml:Curve>
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Typology

1. Under-specified texts

2. Fully specified textual descriptions

3. Impossible or ambiguous figures

Results
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Consequence 1

We understand
maps better

What is a border
really?

Results
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Consequence 1

We understand
maps better

What is a border
really?

Results
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Consequence 2

Mapping as visualisation:

Visualisation removes information.

Visualisation adds information.

Results
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Consequence 3

How was Schnitler read in the Danish
 court in 1745?

Hybrid systems

Or: why do GPS work for us.

Results
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After Schnitler’s text

• Border treaty of 1751

• Peace (more or less)

• “Lappecodicillen”

• Documents used today

Results
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Back to the method

• Why DH, not just H?
• That is: why

modelling, not just
close reading?

• Think stupid!

Method
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Thank you!

oyvind.eide@kcl.ac.uk

http://folk.uio.no/dg/


