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The project

The primary objective of the project
is to gain a deeper understanding of
how people reflect and communicate

about geography
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Initial question

Why did they not use maps?
• Notaricus Publicus in medieval

Marseille
• The Sami reindeer herders

Why is it invisible to me (us?) today?
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Three-folded work

• Theory
• History
• Modelling

...that is, so far
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Theory

• Define a theoretical starting point
• Poetry-painting
• Semiotics
• Cartography
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History

• 1740’s
• From overlapping tax areas to border

between states
• Information gathering
• People information source based on

knowledge, not status
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Modelling

You can run through
the forests; they will
be wild and blooming,
you will turn right, or
left, or straight up and
fly. You will never go
through before you
want to.
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Source material
Til det 4de igien tager hand det Samme Som bemte 4de viidne, og legger
der til, at Norden for Glee-Fieldet og Dahlvaalds Fieldet ligger een Dahl
ved Nafn Hydd Krochen; Denne dahl begynder i øster, øst for
Dahlvaals-Fieldet, hvor dend grændser til dend Svenske Dahl, Kaldet
Grøndahl, og Stræcker Sig væster, imellem Dahlvaahls Fieldet og
Liusen vohla, eller Saa kaldet Haftor-Stødten, og naar den er kommet
forbi haftor-Stødten, udbreeder dend Sig j Nord Nembl: paa det Stæd,
hvor Hydd-Elfven Kroger Sig fra Søer i væster, og Siiden gaar Samme
dahl Saa breed neer i væster til øre-Sund; i denne dahl er Myhr græs
Somme Stætz, Som Slaaes om Aaret; Jgiennem denne dahl Hydd
Krochen, Rinder een Elfv kaldes Hydd-Elfven, hvilcken Hydd-Elfv,
udSpringer af een Søe, Hydd-Søe kaldet, der er een 1/4 lang og breed,
der af Rinder denne Elfv 1/4 Miil først i Søer, Siiden kroger dend Sig i
væster og løeber 1/4 Fierding vejs i dend Søe, Hyllingen der er 1 miil
lang i væster, og eett bøsse Skud Breed, der af gaar Siiden denne
Hydd-Elfv 1 miil vejs omtrent i væster ud i øresund Søe. [p. 27–28]



5

November 14, 2009 The Research Council of Norway
King's College London

9

The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Why is a text as it is?

What is said,

What is unsaid,

What is read,

What do we think we read?
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Peter Schnitler

• The auditor
• Who did he meet

and see and hear?
• What was he seen

as?

Mostly circumstantial
evidence

interview

aggregation

map
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Different witnesses

• The speaking witness
• The situation
• The communication with

Schnitler
• Interpretation

interview

aggregation

map
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Texts based on the speech
of different witnesses

interview

aggregation

map

Factor analysis of the
99 most frequent
words for “speakers”
in the text uttering
more than 500 words
(Eide, 2004)
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Spoken or written
variation?

interview

aggregation

map

303 (99,3%)2 (0,7%)bøsseskud

Hand: SchnitlerHand: Røyem

107
(0,48%)

43
(0,27%)

43
(0,14%)

305bøsseskud
22 37215 64030 645166 841# words

sjøsamereindriftbonde# words

November 14, 2009 The Research Council of Norway
King's College London

14

The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Aggregation

• Removal of differences
• Content orientes
• Extract the Truth

• Then the Truth can be expressed
on maps

interview

aggregation

map
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The actual process I
interview

aggregation

map
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The actual process II
interview

aggregation

map
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The actual process III

But of course, often it just works!

(the Truth is extracted and the
resulting text is based on the
sources)

interview

aggregation

map
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What happened then?

• Border treaty of 1751
• 2nd attachment
• No more war (more or less)
• But for the Sami, 19th and first half of

20th century was yet to come

Schnitler’s work remains and is used
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The work has just started...

oyvind.eide@kcl.ac.uk

http://folk.uio.no/oeide/dg/
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