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Text to map

«North of there, no peasant farms are
found.»

How to express this as a map?

or on a map?
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Modelling source: Schnitler

Scandinavia, 1740’ s

From overlapping tax areas to
borders between states

Information gathering

Common people seen as a
source to information based on
their knowledge, not on their
status
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Method

XIV. Amber- or Baanes-
mountain [. .. ]isin
North North west from
Rie-mountain, the Border
will pass over the Middle
of this Amber-mountain;
because According to
Witnesses 7. 8. and 9th
of Helgeland Tax is paid
for the Western Side of
this Amber-mountain, to
Norway, and to Sweden
for its eastern Side. —
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Typology

1. Under-specified texts
2. Fully specified textual descriptions

3. Ambiguity and negation
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1. Under-specified texts

Definition of under-specification:

«A verbal text describing a spatial
phenomenon in a way that can be
understood as two or more significantly
different phenomena by a competent
reader, thus, an ambiguity stemming
from a lack of information.»
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farm.”

“There are no More
Finns Close to the
Borders [...]”
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2. Fully specified textual
descriptions

<gml:Curve gml:id="c22222" srsName="EPSG:4326">
<gml:segments>
<gml:LineStringSegment>
<gml:posList>
10.1 60.02 10.5 60.02
10.560.16 10.1 60.16
</gml:posList>
</gml:LineStringSegment>
</gml:segments>
</gml:Curve>
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3. Ambiguity and negation
...and impossible figures?

. .
“[...] in North of there,
there are no peasant length (a,B)#length (B, A)
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Lessing

1.Actions in time should be applied in
poetry, and bodies in space in painting

2.\What is hidden is not seen in painting,
while things hidden can still be seen in
poetry

30 September 2012 The Research Council of Norway 9
King's College London

The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Frank

Spatial form
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Mitchell

Metaphor
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Bakhtin

The chronotope

2+2=4
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Ellestrom

Media modalities:
* material * spatiotemporal
* sensorial * semiotic

“Every medium has the capacity of
mediating only certain aspects of the
total reality.”
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How to make maps anyway

* Dynamic
Completness definition

Choices

Text
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The hybrid documentation
system

* Antiquity: «it is possible [. . . ] to see the
map and prose narrative as two
mutually reciprocating halves of a
single, complete ‘text’.» (Purves 2010)

* The court in Copenhagen

* GPS
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Ut mappa scriptorum

On texts and maps as «sister media»

Maps and texts tell lies in different ways

All theorising about maps in the form of texts
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Thank you!

oyvind.eide@kcl.ac.uk

http://folk.uio.no/dg/
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