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Why Maps Are Silent
When Texts Can Speak
Detecting Media Differences
through Conceptual Modelling
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This is based on my PhD from the Department of Digital Humanities,
King’s College London, 2012.

| am not a cartographer, so | am a visitor here. | have, however, done a
bit of map surveying and construction through the years.



UiO ¢ Department of Linguistics and Scandinavian Studies
University of Oslo

Outline

Aim: to study the geographical expressiveness of a
text by building conceptual models and visualise
them as maps

* Methodology
+ Case study
* Results

* Conclusion
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The main topic is map semiotics vs. text semiotics, where | study the
consequences of differences in the semiotic systems.

A theoretical, although source based study connected to intermedia and
interart studies. | see texts and maps as different media or art forms.

It is more about what and how maps and texts can say things that the
truthfulness of what they say. That is important in itself, but not the topic
here.
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Method
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* Object of study: Historical texts, created maps
* As map, not onto map
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The model and formalisation
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Stepwise formalisation
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Fall-off

Context

Negation
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What is lost in the process

Vagueness
Under-specification

Disjunction

Making an inventory
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Case study: Schnitler

e Scandinavia, 1740’s

* From overlapping tax areas to
borders between states

* Information gathering

« Common people seen as a
source to information based on
their knowledge, not on their v
status map

interview

v

aggregation
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The text is felt as a very detailled geographical description when read.
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Descriptions of places

Witness Ole Nilsen:

Places

Type Count Relative
Total number 115 100.0 %
Has lenght 13 11.3 %
Has width 12 10.4 %
Has direction 13 11.3 %

» No systematic description
» The places are meant to be found in terrain/on map
» Cannot decide on one map to draw based on text
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Relations between places

Witness Ole Nilsen:

Relationships between places

Type Count Relative
Total number 155 100.0 %
With direction 55 35.5 %
With distance 43 27.7 %
Part of 55 35.5 %
Between 28 18.1 %

* Most places have explicit relations, but

* Not precise
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Visualisation: maps
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This shows how a typical map will make a specific statement, different
from the statements made by texts.
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Route description example

“The road to Jemteland the ordinary one goes from Jstbye
Farms to @ye mountain can be estimated: 1 new mile,

from there through a little birch forest by the western end
passing by the Lake Eesand in the east to Remmen: 7 mile

from there through a little birch forest to Olvaa-Kgl: 7 mile

from here through the forest to Handgl the 2 first farms in
Jemteland: 2 miles”

(from Norway to Sweden)
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RDF model — what kind of a map?
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Conclusion

* Maps can be made based on texts such as Schnitler
* Many choices must be made
« Using a base map is often useful, but

+ That implies making a large number of choices in one
operation

« That closes down the openness of the text

* Map openness (e.g., fuzzy map objects, topological
maps) will represent a different openness

29. August 2013 The Area Told as a Story

14



UiO ¢ Department of Linguistics and Scandinavian Studies
University of Oslo

Thank you!
http://www.oeide.no/dg/
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