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Problem and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Why did they not use maps?

“But never, in tens of thousands of pages
of documentation, in countless acts
providing addresses and boundaries, in
immense rent registers that collectively
list the locations of thousands of pieces of
property, will you ever find an image even
remotely like a map.” (Smail, 1999, p. 1)
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Hypothesis and method

» Hypothesis: types of geographical information
exist that can be stored in and read from
texts, but which are impossible to express on
geographical maps without significant loss of
meaning.

» By modelling the geographical information |
read from my source text into conceptual
structures, and by trying to express these
conceptual structures on maps, the
hypothesis will be tested.
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Method and map-based expressions of geographical information.
Modelling and experiment

X X
D ' You can run through the
forests; they will be wild
and blooming, you will
turn right, or left, or
straight up and fly. You
will never go through
before you want to.

t
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Modelling

* The model include all the geographical
information | am able to read from the
text

« Event based modelling

* The model will contain contradictory
facts

 Level of calculation on top
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Modelling tool

000 GeoModelText version 0.3.9
File Text Table Persons
Beent i oster fra det Field [Row | Node ID Node type Node content coref ID
Wonsiegusten 1: Miil omtrent 0 |personl0l speaker Fredrik (Fredrich, Fri(e)d(e)rich) Jensen Ferragen  |personl01
ligger Sluggu Field Som hand 1 |schn1_9711 |name: place Wonsiggusten Schnl_9711
vel har Seed: men icke varit 2 [Schn1_9714 |name: place Sluggu Field Schnl_9714
derpaa; Saa hand kand ej Siige, | |3 schn1 9719 |name: place Sluggu Field Schnl_9714
hvor danne dets Straeckning og | |4 Ischn1_9724 |name: place Eire boyd Schnl_9724
Storelse er. Om dette Sluggu 5 |schnl1_9729 |name: place Tennes boyd Schn1_9729
Field har hand hort at det Skal 6 [Schn1_9735 |name: place Herjedalen Schnl_9735
giore Skillet imellem Eire bayd | |7 schn1 9743 |name: place Wonsio Schn1_9743
og Tennes boyd Herjedalen; ud 8 [Schn1_9746 |name: place Rogen Sge Schn1_9746
af forbemte Wonsio R'ﬂde' een 9 [Schn1_9757 |name: place Wohn-backen Schnl_9757
BRlY b=k j Nord en 1/4 miil vejs i 10 |node107 rs: place een back Schnl_9757
8| | Rogen Soe; og ligger Jmellem 11 |nodel08 rs: place mouth of een back from Wonsie
= disse 2de Soer, de Toe #/12 |nodel09 rs: place mouth of een back into Rogen See
B| | forberarte Smaa Vohler vasten 13 nodell0 rs: place de Toe forberarte Smaa Vohler
=| | for Wohn-backen. -
Link ID Link type From To
link208 direction: east Schnl_9711 Schnl_9714
link209 distance: 1: Miil omtrent Schnl 9711 Schnl_9714
link210 divide between Schnl_9719 Schnl_9724
link211 divide between Schnl_9719 Schnl_9729
. link212 part-of Schnl_9729 Schnl_9735
link213 runs-from nodel07 Schnl_9743
Schnl_9708 @ » link216 part-of nodel08 Schnl_9743
o link223 between nodell0 Schnl_9743
link214 runs-into nodel07 Schnl_9746
link218 part-of nodel09 Schnl_9746
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Horace

“ut pictura, poesis: erit, quae, si propius
stes, te capiat magis, et quaedam, si
longius abstes [...]" (Horatius Flaccus and
Brink, 1971, p. 68)

This means: In order to understand how
poetry works, we use painting as an
example.

It does not mean that poetry should be
like painting.
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Lessing

Poetry should not mime painting
Painting should not mime poetry

Their ways of expressing themselves
are different

Rejects contemporary understanding of
“ut pictura poesis”
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Lessing applied to maps

» Texts should not mime maps
» Maps should not mime texts

» Their ways of expressing themselves
are different

Is this an argument against map based
visualisations of textual information?
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Text to map
» There are differences in expressiveness
» The syntax of spatiality
« Example: Nothingness

<1

“Nothing here”
VS.
“We don’t know”
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Historical background for the
example text

e Scandinavia, 1740’s . .
_ interview
* From overlapping tax areas
to borders between states
* Information gathering :
aggregation
« Common people seen as a
source to information based
on their knowledge, not on
their status map
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The actual process |
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Freedom of expression?

interview

v
aggregation

v
map

//_\

Removal of differences
because he wanted to

Removal of differences
because the media
forced him to
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The actual process Il

But of course, often it just works!

(the Truth is extracted and the resulting
text is based on the sources)
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Preliminary results

» The expression “or” is a troublemaker.
Under-specification?
» Truth is easier than doubt on maps

Why are we always told that maps
are full of lies, but seldom told
that texts are full of them?
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In two years you will get...

» An answer to the question: are there
types of geographical information that
can be stored in and read from texts,
but which are impossible to express on
geographical maps without significant
loss of meaning?

* If yes: a catalogue of types of
geographical information posing
problems.
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Thank you!

http://folk.uio.no/oeide/dg/

oyvind.eide@kcl.ac.uk
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