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Objective

The primary objective of the project
is to gain a deeper understanding of
how people reflect and communicate

about geography

PhD project started April last year
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Initial question

Why did they not use maps?
• Notaricus Publicus in medieval

Marseille
• The Sami reindeer herders

Why is it invisible to me (us?) today?
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Three parts of presentation

• Theory
• History
• Modelling

Historical vs. a-historical parts of the work
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Theory

• Documents?

• Semiotic system?

• Process of reading?

Some preliminary thoughts

What does “difference” between map
and text mean?

Theory
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Poetry and painting

A map is an image. A geographical text
is a text.

Comparing the two is a special case of
comparing image and text.

Another special case: Comparing
painting to poetry.

Theory
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Differences between poetry
and painting (Lessing)

• Actions in time or bodies in space
• What is hidden is not seen

What is useful for me:

But remember: poetry is a special type of
text — natural signs.

Theory
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What does this mean for maps
and geographical texts?

• Texts as well as maps have their advantages
• Stories about and including geography in text

→ Stable, “true” geographical features on
maps.

• A map is bound to 2 or 2½ geometrical
dimensions
→ Textual expressions are freer.

Theory
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But it is not as simple as that

• Storytelling using maps
• Lines on the map as “stored travel

stories”
• Description of geographical objects

possible in a text

Difference between documents and the
reading of documents

Theory
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The frame
• The syntax of spatiality
• Inside or outside the frame
• Example: Nothingness

Theory

“Nothing here”
vs.

“We don’t know”
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History

• 1740’s
• From overlapping tax areas to border

between states
• Information gathering
• People seen as a source to information

based on their knowledge, not on their
status

History
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Peter Schnitler

• The auditor
• Who did he meet

and see and hear?
• What was he seen

as?

Mostly circumstantial
evidence

interview

aggregation

map

History



7

August 30, 2010 The Research Council of Norway
King's College London

13

The area told as a story. An inquiry into the relationship between verbal
and map-based expressions of geographical information.

Different witnesses

• Sami, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish:
The speaking witness

• The situation
• The communication with Schnitler
• Interpretation

History
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Aggregation

• Removal of differences
• Content orientes
• Extract the Truth

• Then the Truth can be expressed on
maps

History
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The actual process I

History
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The actual process II

History
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Freedom of expression?

Example

interview

aggregation

map

Removal of differences
because he wanted to

Removal of differences
because the media
forced him to
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The actual process III

But of course, often it just works!

(the Truth is extracted and the resulting
text is based on the sources)

History
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Modelling

You can run through
the forests; they will
be wild and blooming,
you will turn right, or
left, or straight up and
fly. You will never go
through before you
want to.

Method
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Modelling

• The model include all the geographical
information I am able to read from the
text

• Event based modelling
• The model will contain contradictory

facts
• Level of calculation on top

Method
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Modelling tool
Method
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Preliminary results

• The expression “or” is a troublemaker.
Under-specification?

• Truth is easier than doubt on maps
• Escaping the frame

Results

Why are we always told that maps
are full of lies, but seldom told

that texts are full of them?
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In two years you will get...
• An answer to the question: are there

types of geographical information that
can be stored in and read from texts,
but which are impossible to express on
geographical maps without significant
loss of meaning?

• If yes: a catalogue of types of
geographical information posing
problems.

Results
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Further discussion?

http://folk.uio.no/oeide/dg/

oyvind.eide@kcl.ac.uk


